
 

Talking Points 

The  DCSD voucher program, was illegal, inequitable, lacked accountability and was financially flawed.  

The Douglas County School District  (DCSD) voucher program was stopped on August 12, 2011 when the trial court ruled 

that the voucher program violated 6 separate provisions of the Colorado Constitution and the Public School Finance Act. 

DCSD appealed the trial court decision. The appellate court will hear the case on November 19, 2012. 

The voucher program lacked equity: 

 Out of 21 private school partners, only one was designed for special needs students. Tuition at the 

school was $18,000. 

 Private schools could refuse DC students. 

 Private schools by definition can discriminate.  

The voucher program lacked accountability for spending tax dollars: 

 Once received by the private school, DCSD had no say on how the  private school would spend tax 

dollars earmarked for public education. 

 DCSD stated that the private schools academic quality and financial stability  must meet or exceed the 

quality of DCSD schools, yet the rubric was never created to verify if the private school met these 

criteria. 

The voucher program was financially flawed: 

 The voucher program ignored economies of scale. If you remove one student from a classroom, revenue 

is lost, and there is zero savings, a teacher is still teaching and lights are still turned on. 

 The voucher program with 500 students would have drained $3 million from our public schools. The 

$400,000 PPR remaining with DCSD was needed to cover administration of the voucher program, as well 

as bring voucher students back into DCSD to administer state mandated tests. Any money left over 

would not have been enough to mitigate the $3 million lost. 

We believe that the voucher program creates a two tier system of education and is one step in the process to privatize 

education. The privatization of education would segregate students on a socioeconomic basis, schools for the haves and 

schools for the have nots.  

More information about Taxpayers For Public Education. 

The mission of Taxpayers for Public Education (TFPE) is to support and advocate for public education. TFPE does not endorse 

candidates or political campaigns. The purpose of this site is to inform and discuss issues related to the support and avocation of 

public education. 

Taxpayers for Public Education (TFPE) is a Colorado-based, non-partisan, 501 (c) (4) organization. TFPE supports public education and 

believes that a strong public education system is instrumental in building and maintaining an extraordinary workforce that will keep 

American companies and American entrepreneurship viable and robust to meet the challenges in the years ahead. 

www.taxpayersforpubliceducation.org 


